CONSTITUTION OF THE NATIVES OF LARSEN BAY 


PREAMBLE: 


We the members of the Aleut Tribe of Larsen Bay, whose members and 
ancestors have lived in many areas of the West side of Kodiak Island, 
establish a tribal government, to preserve and exercise the Tribe's inherent 
rights and powers, to conserve and develop tribal lands and resources 
pursuant to tribal law and custom and federal law, to promote our 
community's social, economic, spiritual and political progress and to 
establish justice, make for ourselves this constitution. 

ARTICLE 1. NAME 


This is the constitution of The NATIVES OF LARSEN BAY 

ARTICLE II. TERRITORY &JURISDICTION 


The Natives of Larsen Bay shall have jurisdiction of all persons and territory 
in and around the area known as Larsen Bay including all areas customarily 
and traditionally used by tribal members for hunting, fishing and other 
subsistence activities, to the fullest extent permitted by federal and tribal 
law. This jurisdiction shall include all acquired lands and properties by 
whatever means. 


ARTICLE III. MEMBERSHIP 


Section 1: General Membership 


All descendants of the original Koniagmiut People shall be eligible for 
membership in the tribe. All Aleut people of Larsen Bay and Karluk, and 
their descendents shall be eligible for membership in the tribe. All original 
members and their descendents are members for life and shall not be 
removed from the rolls except as stated in Article IV, Section 4. 



Section 2:_Dual membership 


All Native Americans are eligible to become members of the Natives of 
Larsen Bay, tribal members may become members of other tribes when 
residing in other areas, rights and privileges of said members shall be 
established by ordinance. 

Section 3: Membership and enrollment rules. 

The tribal council shall, by ordinance, establish rules and procedures for 
the enrollment of members to the tribe consistent with the provisions of 
this constitution. All persons rejected for membership shall have a final 
right of appeal to the secretary of Interior. 

Section 4: loss of membership 

Any tribal member may relinquish his or her membership in writing. 
Section 5: New Membership. 

Any person who has lost his or her membership may be made a tribal 
member upon such terms and conditions as may be established pursuant 
to an enrollment ordinance adopted in accordance with the provisions of 
this article. 


ARTICLE IV: Governing Body 
Section 1: Tribal Council..and_Officers 

The governing body of The Natives of Larsen Bay shall be known as the 
Larsen Bay Tribal Council. The council shall consist of (7) members who 
shall be elected by a majority vote of the qualified members of the tribe at 
the annual election. The council shall include a President, vice president, 
secretary/treasurer, and four (4) council members.The officers shall be 
elected by the tribal council from among its members at their first 
organizational meeting. 

Section II: Eligibility 

Any enrolled member of the tribe eighteen (1 8) years of age or older, shall 
be qualified to seek and hold membership on the Tribal council, provided 



that he or she has been living in the community for at least one year 
directly preceding the election. 

Section III: Term 

The terms of the seven (7) council members shall be three (3) years, except 
as necessary to establish and maintain staggered terms. Un-expired terms 
shall be filled by appointing the next runner- up at the last election to fill 
the un-expired term. The officers and council members shall serve until his 
or her successor hasbeen seated. 

Section IV: Council Meetings 

The council shall meet regularly at a time specified by ordinance or at the 
call of the president with due notice. A quorum to transact business shall 
consist of at least four (4) council members. The tribal council shall keep a 
complete and accurate record of all proceedings. 

Section V: Oath of Office 

Before entering upon their official duties, all members of the tribal council 
and all other tribal officers shall take and subscribe to the following oath or 
affirmation to be administered by a qualified officer. 

"I , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the 

laws and constitution of the Natives of Larsen Bay and the constitution of 
the United States and will faithfully. discharge the duties of my office 
according to the best of my ability." 

Section VI: Forfeiture 


Any member of the Tribal council who submits a written resignation, or is 
convicted of a felony, while in office, or is absent from three successive 
Tribal Council meetings without being excused by the Tribal Council, shall 
automatically forfeit his or her office. 

Section VII: Removal 

Any member of the tribal council found guilty by the tribal council of 
neglect of duty, gross misconduct in office, or any offense involving 
dishonesty may be removed from office by the tribal council by the 
affirmative vote of at least five (5) tribal council members voting by secret 
ballot, provided that such member shall first be given ten days notice in 
writing of the charges against him or her and be given an opportunity to 



answer such charges before the tribal council. No member of the tribal 
council shall preside over the meeting at which his or her removal is being 
resolved by the tribal council and the decision of the tribal council is final. 

Section VIII: recall 

Any member of the tribal council may be recalled by the tribal membership 
if a valid petition requesting such a recall and setting forth the reasons, 
signed by at least twenty five percent (25%) of the eligible voters is 
presented to the tribal council. The tribal council shall within thirty (30) 
days of receipt of such a petition call an election to consider the recall of 
the named official, such election to be conducted pursuant to the election 
ordinance. If a majority of the voters vote in favor of the recall, the official 
shall be removed. No official may be subjected to recall proceedings more 
than once in the course of his or her term. 


Any office of the council, which has been vacated for whatever reason shall 
be filled by a vote of the council, the person voted in may be a new member 
of the council or one of the existing council members. 


Article V: General Membership Meetings 

A meeting of the general membership may be called at any time by the 
tribal council, provided that the tribal council call such meeting at least 
once a year. A meeting of the general membership shall be called by the 
tribal council upon receipt of a petition specifically requesting such a 
meeting signed by no less than ten percent of the eligible voters. The tribal 
council shall adopt an ordinance establishing rules and procedures for 
general membership meetings. At such meetings the general membership 
shall furnish its advice to the tribal council. 

Article VI: Elections 
Section 1: General elections 

The tribal council shall set a date each year for regular elections in the 
community, and shall give at least thirty (30) days notice of such election, 
posted in a public place. 


Sectio n. I.hvpter Qualifications 



Any member of the tribe eighteen years of age or older shall have the right 
to vote in all tribal elections, provided that he or she has been living in the 
community for at least thirty days directly preceding the election. 

Section III: Election Ordinance 

The tribal council shall adopt an ordinance establishing rules and 
procedures to govern all aspects of voter registration, elections and 
election protests. 


Article VII: Powers of the tribal council 


Section 1 : Powers 

The tribal council shall exercise the following powers by appropriate 
motion, resolution or ordinance, subject to any limitations imposed by the 
constitution or applicable statutes of the United States: 

A: To promote and protect the health, education, and general welfare of the 
members of the tribe, including its children, and to administer all services 
that may contribute the. social and economic development of the 
community and its members. 

B: To negotiate with Federal, state , local governments and others on 
behalf of the tribe and to advise and consult with the representatives of the 
Department of the Interior and other federal and State agencies on all 
activities which may affect the tribe. 

C: To levy taxes or license fees. 

D: To regulate the internal procedures of the tribal council. 

E: To encourage, guard, and foster traditional cultural practices of the 
natives of Larsen Bay, including the arts, crafts, religion, language, and 
customs of the native people of Larsen Bay. 

F: To authorize or direct subordinate boards, committees, or tribal 
officials, to administer the affairs of the tribe, and to carry out the 
directives of the tribal council. 

G: To manage, lease, exchange, acquire, or otherwise deal with tribal 
property, and to protect and preserve tribal property and the wildlife and 
natural resources within those areas under the jurisdiction of the tribe. 



H: To administer any funds within the control of the tribe. 

I: To engage in tribal economic development enterprises for the benefit of 
tribal members. 

J: to provide for the maintenance of law and order and the administration 
of justice, including through the establishment of appropriate civil and 
criminal tribal courts. 

K: To safeguard and promote the peace, safety, moral, physical, and 
general welfare of members of the tribe. 

L: To employ legal counsel. 

M: To prescribe the rules and procedures necessary to give effect to any 
provision of this constitution. 

Section II: Reserved P o w ers 

All rights and powers not delegated to the tribal council in this constitution 
are reserved to the people and may be exercised by the members of the 
tribe through the adoption of amendments to this constitution. 

Section 111: Annual report 

The tribal council shall make an annual report of its activities, including a 
budget report, to the general membership at the annual membership 
meeting. 

Section IV: Actions of the Tribal Council 

Except as provided in Article IV, section VII, of this constitution, all 
ordinances, resolutions, and motions shall be acted upon by the Tribal 
Council by a roll call vote in public, and the vote of each member shall be 
recorded. All Tribal Council proceedings shall be open to all tribal 
members except those proceedings involving personnel issues. 

Section V: Ordinances 

All enacted ordinances shall be made available for public inspection at the 
tribal offices. 



Article IX: Amendments to the Constitution 


This Constitution may be amended by a majority vote of the qualified 
voters of the tribe at an election in which at least twenty percent of the 
qualified voters take part. The chairman shall call such an election on a 
proposed constitutional amendment at the request of five (5) of the seven 
(7) tribal council members or upon petition of twenty percent (20%) of all 
members of the tribe eighteen years of age or older. 

Article X: Bill of Rights 


The tribe shall not make or enforce any law prohibiting the free exercise of 
religion, or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of 
the people to peaceably to assemble and petition fro the redress of 
grievances. 

Section II: 

The tribe shall not violate the right of the people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable search and 
seizures, nor issue warrants, but upon probable cause, supported by oath 
or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched and the 
person or thing to be seized. 

Section III: 


The tribe shall not subject any person for the same offense to be twice put 
in jeopardy. 


Section IV: 

The tribe shall not compel any person in any criminal case to be a witness 
against himself. 

Section V: 


The tribe shall not take any private property for a public use without just 
compensation. 



SgsiignVL 


The tribe shall not deny to any person in a criminal proceeding the right to 
a speedy and public trial, to be informed of the nature and cause of the 
accusation, to be confronted with the witnesses against him, to have 
compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and at his own 
expense to have the assistance of counsel for his defense. 

Section VII: 

The tribe shall not inflict cruel and unusual punishment on its membership 
or deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of its laws 
or deprive any person of liberty or property without due process of law. 

Section IX: 

The tribe shall not pass any bill of attainder or ex post facto law. 

Section X: 

The tribe shall not deny to any person accused of an offense punishable by 
imprisonment the right, upon request, to a trial by jury of not less than six 
persons. 


J UJU. 


Mary Nelson, President 
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Alice Aga, Secretary /^easurer 



BY-LAWS 

OF 

NATIVES OF LARSEN BAY 


Article I: Officers and Election of Officers 

Section 1 : The officers of the Tribal Council shall consist of a President, 
Vice-president, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Section 2: The officers of the tribal Council shall be elected by and of the 
tribal council. The election of the officers shall be held immediately at the 
council meeting following the election of the council at the annual meeting. 

Article 2: Duties of officers 

Section 1 : The President- The president of the Tribal Council shall preside 
over all meetings of the council and of the membership, exercising the 
usual duties of a chairman and any other duties, which may from time to 
time, be delegated to him by the tribal council. He may vote in council 
meetings only in case of a tie. The president is charged with the general 
authority and responsibilities as provided for in the constitution and by- 
laws and as may be provided for by appropriate government laws or 
regulations. The president, or his designee, shall be the representative to ■ 
the board of directors of the Kodiak Area Native association on behalf of 
the Natives of Larsen Bay. 

Section 2 : The Vice-President-The duties of the vice-president, in the 
absence of the president, shall be the same as those of a president. 

Section 3 : The secretary-The secretary shall act as a chairmen in the event 
the president or the vice-president is absent from the village. He or she 
shall conduct all correspondence and keep a complete and accurate record 
of all business transactions of the organization or of the council. He or she 
shall record all rules and regulations in appropriate books for the 
information and guidance of the village members. The secretary shall keep 
or cause to be kept, current and updated, the tribal membership roll and 
will report the roll to the council at each meeting, if requested. 

Section 4: The Treasurer-The Treasurer shall accept, receive, receipt for, 
preserve and safeguard all funds for which the council is responsible. He or 
she shall make or cause accurate records of such funds to be kept and 
shall report to the council all receipts and expenditures and the amounts 
and nature of all funds in his possession or custody. He or she shall not 



pay or authorize disbursement of any funds for which he or she is 
responsible except upon authorization of the council. The treasurer may be 
required at the direction of the council, to give bond satisfactory to the 
council. The treasurer and secretary position, of the council, may be 
combined and held by one person. 

Section 5 : Appointive Officers and Agents-The duties of all appointive 
officers, agents or committees appointed by the council shall be clearly 
defined by a resolution of the council at the time of appointment. No 
appointive officer or agent shall serve for a term longer than the elective 
officers. 

Section 6: The Records— All accounts, records, books and minutes of the 
Natives of Larsen Bay or Tribal Council meetings shall be subject to 
examination by members of the Village or council, or agents with the 
Natives of Larsen Bay. 

ARTICLE III: QUALIFICATION OF OFFICERS 

Section 1: No person may be a candidate for any elective office unless he 
is an adult pursuant to the provisions of this Constitution and By-Laws. 

Section 2: No person who has been convicted of a felony may be a 
candidate for any elective office for a period of ten years from the date of 
the conviction. 

AR TICLE IV: MEETINGS OF THE COUNCIL 

Section 1: All meetings shall be scheduled by an ordinance of the Tribal 
Council or at the call of the President. Written notice shall be given to the 
members of the council at least three (3) days prior to the meeting, such 
notice shall be posted in a public place. The Council meetings shall be 
open to the membership of the Natives of Larsen Bay. 

Section 2: The President may call special meetings, as he may deem 
necessary by giving two (2) days notice to the members of the council. 

Section 3: Four (4) council members shall constitute a quorum for a 
Council meeting. 

Section 4: Careful and accurate record on the form of minutes shall be 
kept of all meetings of the membership and the Council and shall be 
preserved in the appropriate files of the Council. 



Section 5: The majority of the remaining tribal Council members shall fill 
any vacancy by election and the person elected shall serve for the duration 
of the term of the person vacating that office. 

ARTICLE V: MEETINGS OF THE MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1 : Annual Membership Meeting— An annual meeting of the 
members shall be held for the purpose of electing council members whose 
terms have expired and for transaction of such other business as may 
come before the meeting. 

Section 2 : Election Judges— The Tribal Council shall appoint three election 
judges whose duty shall be to coordinate the election of tribal council 
members and report the results to the membership. 

Section 3: Voting Procedures— All members not present at the annual 
meeting, but present within the village, may be canvassed by the Election 
Judges; in order that these members may cast their ballots for the election 
of the tribal Council. 

Section 4 : For general membership meetings, fifty one percent (51%) of 
the active membership shall constitute a quorum. 

Section 5 : Annual Membership Meeting— The annual membership meeting 
shall be set by resolution of the Tribal Council. 

ARTICLE Vi: RIGHTS OF MEMBERS 

Section 1 : All active members of the Natives of Larsen Bay, eighteen (18) 
years of age or over, shall have the right to vote in membership meetings 
and elections. 

Section 2: Members of the Natives of Larsen Bay shall have the right to 
speak and meet freely in a peaceable manner. 

Section 3 : Members of the Natives of Larsen Bay shall have equal 
opportunity to share in the benefits of the village. 

ARTICLE VII: RULE-MAKING POWER 

The council shall have power to make rules and regulations to carry out the 
provisions of this Constitution and By-laws. 



